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1,000 enthus i a sts attending the 12th Annual Inter
national Meet of the Studebaker Drivers Club . The 
yearly extravaganza was hosted by the India napolis 
Chapter of the SDC the week of July 1 9. 

A combinat ion of ingredients contributed to 
making this the best attended mee t ever held by 
the SDC. The centralized location and eas y acce ss 
to the South Bend attractions. The lure o f the 
:amous 500 track which is rich in Studebaker 
tradition. Th e t remendous growth o f the SOC now 
ove r 8,000 stro ng and sti l l g rowing . And f ina lly , 
the incre ase i n interest in t he preserva tion a nd 
display o f Studebaker vehicle s. 

A con t ing en t of twe nty - one Austral i an s were 
the f irst to a rrive in Indianapolis on Saturday t he 
17th . They rec e ived VIP trea tment from the Indy 
Chap ter, which wa s only f itting a f ter their journey 
hal f way a r ound the world. 

A cake prepa r ed by the Indy Chapter to welcome 
t he Australians o n Sa t urday . The design is t h e 
s ame as the Indy 76 dash plaque s . 

By Mo nd ay the mee t h e a dquarters at the 500 
Mote l wa s a f lurry of a c tivi ty as arr i vals c ame i n 
from most o f the 5 0 s t a t e s, Lloyd Robe r tson even 
driv ing i n from Anchorage , Alaska ! I n audition to 
t he mini c a r show being he ld in the parking l ot, 
members were busy r enewing old qcquai ntances a nd 
mee t ing o ther s who we re f o rmerly known only t hrough 
the mail . 

The hospitality room was busy s erv i ng some 
special I nd i a na brew a s parts vendor s t r i ed to ward 
off the e ager buye rs who t hreate ned to empty the i r 
ware s i n to the parking lot . 

Tue sday wa s s et as ide f or t he off icia l S\'Iap 
mee t to be ho ld on the 500 in field. Ve ndors began 
lining up a t 6:30 a.m. and d e spite some br ief 
confusion a bout the p rope r gate , mos t we r e able to 
begin s e tting up by 7 :00. A to t a l of ove r 60 
vendors covered 98 spaces \'Iith most spec i a liz i ng 
in Studebake r parts . Some o f t he more unique i t ems 
offered included a trailer load of NOS 19 39 head
ligh ts ~ t $5.00 each, mid 20 ' s dealer factory 
p ictures, miscellaneous toy s and mode ls, a nd a wide 
v ariety of sheet me t al body and chassis parts. 

Dic k Quinn took this photo of his t r uck i' C 6 a.m . 
whi le wai ting at the gate to s et up fo r the swap 
mee t . 

The swap meet had two v ery n ice features - two 
unhurried day s o f selling , a nd shade trees . 

Me e t Chairman earl Dre ws welcomes Tony Caralla 
to Indy. Tony is one of the or i g ina l s e ven 
members that started SOC wi t h Harry Barnes in 
19 62 in ·.~e" Yo r k state. 

Jim McCllen's swap space featured both a Stude 
d iesel and a S tude 4-wheel d r ive truck for sa l e. 
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The Big D swap b ooth is manned by t he Woods ' 
a nd Smith ' s . Ed an d C. P . mu s t have been 
taking a break whe n this \'las t ake n . 

Tuesday wa s also a day o f cl ub bus i ness as 
var iOllS meetings wer e being held . TLIC National 
Board of Direc tor s Meeting r an smoothly t hr o ugh 
f our hours, t he h ighligh ts being t he s elect i on of 
Cinc inna t i, Ohio, a s the s ite o f t he 1 977 Inter
nat i ona l Meet , and the reelec tio n of C. P . Smith 
o f Dallas , Texas , as President . One o f the ma n y 
reports c ame from membership cha irman a nd Turaing 
Wheels editor La r ry Swanson who gave the boar 
t he curr e nt membership figures o f 8 , 09 9, up by 
1 ,11 6 ove r 1 9 7 5. [The c omplete mi nute s o f the 
board meeting are pr i nted elsewhere i n this 
issue. J 

Bea Haml i m presen ting the propo s a l fo r a 
vlashington DC national meet . The balloons 
are from one of the other proposal s. 

At e xactly 5: 00 p.m . the board meeting was 
ad journe d to f ree the s pac e for the lite r a tur e 
swap . Th is f eature is per haps uniq ue to SDC, 
having g rown in popular ity o ver the pas t t hree 
yea rs. Twenty- five di ff erent vendors l eas ed 34 
spa ces t o di s play their ware s . The g rowing 
popula rity o f this fea ture wa s e videnced by the 
large crowds which f i l l e d the meeting rooms f or 
over four ho ur s. Sel l ers r eported sales to be 
bris k with the only compla ints being a lac k of 
s e t-up time and the crowd e d conditions. 

The other half o f thc board , this time '""Itch i ng 
the Nm,.. J ersey pr o posal . 

W..,dnesday was the big day for the over 287 
cars and their owners-who wo uld v i c for awa rds 
in f o rty classes . I n term s of total member s 
th is W<1S }?rob.lbly the l argest meet ever he l d b y 
t~e SDC . Even mo r e impressiv e was t he q uality 
of v ehicles being ente r ed . I n Ilational compe 
tition the S DC ha s a 200 point scale with poin ts 
deducted f o r any item wh i ch is no t factory new. 
Host c la s s wi n ne rs scored a bo ve 190 pOints with 
the ave r age o f a ll c ars at 17 0 po i nt s . Quite 
impressive when one considers that most o f t he 
cars \.,rere driven t o the mee t . 

A dr ive t hrough j udging system was used , 
and thoug h t he l ines were sometimes long there 
were few c o mp l aints a s owners used their t i me for 
visiting or t ak. ing pic tures . Some of the more 
impress i ve en t r ies included the five di ese l 
trucks from as far away as Arizona , Florida , a nd 
Washing ton . One part icul ar ly impressive rig wa s 
a diesel truc k tra ctor of J olln Erns t o f Riverview, 
Florida , who trai l ered in a 19 55 Conestoga wago n 
and a diese l truck c hass is . Joh n' s 8E4 0A d i ese l 
chassis was awa rded t he best of show in the 
c omme rci a l c l as s, and will be feat ured on t he cover 
of a future Turning Wheels . 

John Ernst (L) with his two trucks, and the Be n 
Cummins' with the ir 1955 Conestoga wagon. 

One of the hos t Indy members d i recting a n arr i ving 
concours par tic ipant t o h i s pr oper plac e . 

Another impress ive e ntry was the 190 9 Stude 
bake r electr ic e ntere d by Carr o ll S tude baker of 
Day ton, Oh io . Th i s was the f irs t electric to be 
e n ter e d in a nationa l show, a nd wa s awar ded the 
p r e - wa r best of show trophy. It will a lso be 
f ea tured in a f u ture issue. 

On the unu s ua l side wa s a 1936 Dictato r drop 
he 8d seda n with a special English made body o\·med 
by Ja me s Wa lmer of Indiana . An orig inal car, it 
d i d not score high but attracted considerab le 
a tte ntion. Another crowd pleaser wa s a 192 9 
Pres ide nt roadste r owne d by J. F . Kappus of 
Wisconsin. A s imilar car had paced t he 1929 Indy 
500 mile r ace . In its present form the roads t e r 
wa s a f irs t in its c l ass. 

Perha ps the hig h l ight of the day c ame at 3,00 
when c ars were al l owed o n t he track t o circle the 
famo us 2 1/2 mile oval . To avoi d congestion and 
l,)o s s ib le acc i den t s , track o f f icials would a llow 
o n l y a certain number of car s on the t r ack at a 
time . Photographers wa ited patiently f or over a n 
hour to ge t a s ho t o f the ir favori t e . 

S t udebaker ' s re turn t o Indianapo l is was 
signi f ican t for hi storic r easons since the South 
Be nd ma nufa cturer pac ed t he famous Memorial Day 
clas s i c on fo ur occasions. Examples of t he four 
l;>a c e c ars we r e repr e s e nte d at the mee t: th e 
prev ious l y men tione d 19 29 Pr es ident , a 1940 
Champion, a 1 952 Comma nde r conver tib le , and a 
1962 Lark conv e r t ible. 
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Af t e r the tour of the track, some went t o 
the 500 Museum to view the fine displ a y of 
automob iles a nd me morabilia , while others re turne d 
to the mote l to p r e pare for the f un night 
f estivities. 

The r ai n th a t Came o n Wedne sday night did littl e 
to dampen th e s~irit s of the ove r 400 who a t tended 
t~e dance and benefit auc ti o n of the fun nig ht. 
\lliil e some of t he mo r e agile took t o the d a nc e f loor, 
others sampled the local brew and t a lked a utomobiles. 
Per i od ica ll y th e fes t iv ities would be in t e rrupted to 
a uc tio n o f f i tems donated f o r the South De nd a uto 
mobil e collec t i on. A t o t a l o f $710 was r aised du ri ng 
the mee t. 

One of our Ca nad i an membe r s sere na ded us wi t h 
Chopin p layed On t he 1 00 yea r old p i a no in the 
Doctor ' s House at Conne r Pr a i rie . 

Some of the 1800 ' s pe rsonnel a t e with us a t tlH' 
Con ne r Prairie s e ttle ment v ill age . 

The c louds stayed Over fo r Thur s day but the rain 
stayed away as s everal hundred members c aravaned to 
the Co nnor s Pr a ir ie Village for a barbeque d i nne r and 
busines s mee t ing . The restored 19th century village 
was bot h in teresting and educationa l. 

C. P . had to work o n his truck Th ursda y befor e 
he could drive it to the member shi p meet i ng . 
Everyone vOl untee red to help our Pr es i den t _ 
we al l ga ve him adv ice . (li e manag ed to f i x it 
i n s ~ ite o f o ur a dvice .) 

The climax o f the wee k ' s fest i v i t i e s came a t 
the a,,,a rds banquet On Thursday night a t t he s pac iou s 
I ndiana polis Civ ic C",n te r. The 687 ,,,ho a tte nd ed we r e 
tre a t ed to a d e lic i ous me a l and a n inte r e s ting a nd 
i n f ormat i ve t a lk by sty lis t Br ook s S tevens . Mr. 
Ste v e ns recounted his ex pe rie nce wh ile unde r the 
e mploy of Studebake r , beg i nn ing wi t h his d e sign of 
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1966 pro t o types wh ich wer e generously o ffe r e d f o r 
display a t t he meet. [A fea ture a r t icle o n these 
proto types may be found elsewhere i n t h is i ssue. ] 
His reco l lec t ion s o f detai ls and s ometimes humo r ous 
and str aight f orwa rd pre s en t atio n made fo r a n 
enj oyable and informative even ing . 

Brooks Stevens' prototype Lark on display. Note 

some o f the c a rs on th e fiel d in the background. 


Next c ame the presen ta tion of troph ies by 
Chie f Judge Joe Bacon. A tota l o f 1 57 attrac tive 
tro?hi e s wa s awarded in the 40 classes. In addition 
to the winne rs a lready mentione d, the post-war best 
01: show went to a 1952 Commander 4 door owned by Joe 
Parsons ~nd shown by his brothe r o f Lima , Ohio. 
Be st o f Shot; in the modified cl a ss went to Dallas 
Nee ley f rom Tenne ssee with a 1963 Avanti [his second 
year in a row], and best of show !\vanti to Bruce 
Slifer of Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

The Go lden Hawk award , the Minnie Barnes award, 
a nd s ome o f t he c oncou r s t ro ph i e s waiting t o 
be p r es e n ted. The Mi nnie Ba rne s Awa r d was 
dona ted by our f o under, Ha r ry Barnes, to be 
awa r ded to the chap t e r tha t ha s done the most 
i n the a r ea o f public ser vice d ur ing the pas t 
yea r. The 1 976 winne r i s t he Bu ffa lo Chapt er 
of Winnipeg , Ma n i toba . 

'I'he Golden Hawk Awa r d was donate d by He rb 
Ke l ler, a past na tiona l pres i d e n t of SDC and a n 
award winning editor h ims e l f , fo r the c ha pte r 
public a tion that ma ke s the most improvement 
over t he past year. 1 976 wi nn e r was the Sta r 
Lite Scoupe , Pe ggy Kea ton , editor, of the San 
Diego County Chap t e r. 

The Publications Commi tte e, Dr. Jay D. 
LaGree , Chai rma n, a nnounc ed the winn e rs o f t he 
best chapte r publica tion s contest for 1 976. 
In the monthly publica tions division, 1st pla ce 
wa s won by the Huske r Chap t e r Newslet t e r , J a n 
Lockmon, edi t or, a nd 2nd we nt to t he Steering 
Wheel of the Missouri-Ill inois Cha p t e r, Fred 
Jone s, ed itor. In t he bi-monthly division, 

1st was won by the Keysto ne Keyno tes, Ma x 
Co r k ins and Pe te Wilso n, editors , and 2nd wen t 
to t he Commander of ti le Potomac Reg ion , Ray 
Wyc zalek , editor . 

Ka r en Wolczy k o f Ohio a nd Judy Smith o f Te xnR 
p r e sented t he trophie s a s Chie f Judge Joe 
Bacon a nnounced t he winnGrs. The luck wi~n0.r 
in thi s photo is Jim Silve y of India napolis. 

Friday morning 's f a rewell brea kfast concluded 
the meet ai member s bid a d i e u to fr iends a nd 
e xpr e ssed their thanks to me et dire c t or Ea r l Drews 
a nd h is crew for a we ll p l a nned me et . The 
tremendous success o f thisyear's me et will l i kel y 
encoura ge e ven g rea ter participation at the 
Cincinnati me et in 1977. I alr e a dy have my 
res e r v a tions. 

Dick Quinn 
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