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This year , unlike prev ious years , I didn't see 
a sing J.e other Stude baker as I drove 260 miles down 
the Int erstate highways to the International Meet. 
Oh we ll , I thought, I '.Ia s t oo early. Othco r than 
earl y r egistration , nothing was scheduled to start 
until Monday morning , and here I wa s pulling into 
t he Adams Mark Hotel in Ind ianapolis at .j PM on 
Sunday afternoon. I could get unpacked and be ba ck 
out in the parking lot to watch the Studebakers 
arrive in the evening. 

Boy was I ·,:rong . The parking lot was a lrea dy 
full of Studebakers . I dr ov e around the entire 
hotel complex to hav e a look . In the west side 
parking lot several ve ndors already had the i r swap 
meet spaces set up and people were shopping for 
goodies. I pulle d up to the front door ( on the 
east side ), went inside a nd registered. The desk 
c ler k told m€ th a t my roo m wa s closer to th e 
conv ention center door at th e west sid e of the 
hotel, so I parked as c los e t o the west door a s I 
could and went in . Not only wa s there a whole 
lobby full of people around the busy registrat i on 
desk, there was ' an entire ballroom full of indoor 
swap meet running full blast ! I wonder whe n t h e 
whole thing started . It was in full s wing a t 4 PM 
on Sunday afternoon . Instead of being early , I wa s 
late ! 

The rest of Sunda y was spent shoppin g and 
renewing my yearly friendships wi th SDCers from all 
over . We later he ard there were SDCers there from 
45 states , many of the Can adi a n provinces , plus 
Austra l i a , Nor wa y and England. I didn't get to 
meet ev eryone , but I did s ee qui te a lot of ol d 
friends and made some new ones . 

Monday was of fic ially fil l ed with the Board of 
Dire c tors meeting, and those i nvol ved spent most o f 
the da y there conduct i ng our Club's business. For 
the rest, there wa s a Chapter Preside nts Meeting in 
the mo rning, and a thriv ing swap meet all day both 
i ndoors and outdoors . On Monday I discovered that 
th e re were a h a lf do ze n l a r g er v endors who h a d 
rented the hotel ' s mee ting r o oms , and each was 
filled with Studeba k e r par ts and other goodie s . 
They had been open on Su nday , t o o , but I hadn ' t 
found them then. One of t he mee ting rooms was the 
headquarte rs of the Ne w Avant i Motor Corporation . 
They hadn't brought a ny actua l cars to sell, but 
they got to meet a lot o f SDCers , and we got t o 
mee t the new owner Mike Ke l ly a nd his ke y people . 
They plan to have t wo mode l s f or s a l e this foIl , 
the traditional t wo door c oupe, a nd a convertible . 
We a ll wish them s uc cess . 

On Monda y evenin g t he Board met with th e 
General Membersh i p for our year l y meet ins in wh ich 
ev e r yone has a chance t o ask ques tions and make 
suggestions. At th a t mee t i n g t he SDCers from 
Co l orado invited us a ll t o the 1987 Internationa l 
Me e t in Estes Park. South Bend was chosen as the 
s ite of th e 198 8 I nt e r nat i on a l Meet , and it was 
announced that bot h Pe nn sylvan i a and Texas were 
considering a bid t o hos t the 1989 International 
Me e t. That d ec i s i o n wi ll b e ma d e at the 1987 
General Membersh ip Mee t i ng , and othe r Chapters are 
still e ligible to bid on it. If y ou are inter
e sted, a s k our Pr esi den t Coli n For t f or details on 
how to put i n a b i d. 

Tu e s da y morning was the Editors Meeting. I 
always e njoy thi s one particularly. Of course , 
be i ng an Ed itor , I am biase d . Mos t of the Editor s 
in the Club know each othe r because we e xchang e 
news l e t ters wi th other cha pters a nd get to know the 
Editor s f r om t he ir writings . It is always f un to 
me e t the per s on whose name you have been r e ad ing 
for yea r s . I t ' s a s t h ou gh we alre a dy know e ach 
other. The fa c t that Ron Meyer ran a gr e a t mee ting 
wa s a bonu s . I a l way s l e arn something ne w I c a n 
use i n TURNI NG WHEELS when Ron speaks. 
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Tuesda :! is traditionally the big Swap Meet 
day . It was here too, but Tuesday wasn't the only 
big swap meet day. This years swap meet must have 
set records for the number of days i t ran, the 
number of vendors with different parts and goodies 
a v ailable, and probably, the amount of sales 
( although I can't prove the last one). If a nyone 
couldn't find what they needed, it was probably 
because they didn't look in the right place. 
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Tuesday evening the Nationa l Auction again 
proved to be one of the mos t e nte rtai ning parts o f 
the e ntire Mee t. We have a coupl e of SDCer s wh o 
a r e gi ft ed auctioneers (n o tabl y Don Noska and 
Geor ge Reitenour), many SDCers donate nice items to 
auction o f f (and a few silly ones), and it adds up 
to a f un even ing. When it was allover we had 
raised $1,962.00 for SOC. 
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The car s how was he ld on We dnesday this year 
as that was the day our hosts, the Indy Chapter , 
h a d reserved the famous In dy 500 track. Eve n 
t hough I was there before ( a t the 1976 SOC Inter
national Meet), it was s ti ll a thrill just to be 
there. A highlight of the day was the chance to 
drive our Studebakers around the track. The track 
officials limited it to 80- 100 cars at a time, and 
it took four groups to let all the Studebakers have 
a turn. We got on the trac~·. between turns 1 and 2 
(mentally noting that this was the spot whe r e Danny 
Sullivan spun completely around last year and still 
managed to win the race). and as we went around the 
track e a ch new area brought back other memori e s of 
other races . The second time around we e x it e d 
through the pit area. Most of us stopped in the 
pit of our fa vorite racer and took picture s . Just 
as in 1976 I stopped i n A. J. Foyt' spit f or my 
picture - I have always liked him becaus e he is 
older than I am and is still actively racing. 

We were again lucky to have great weather 
s unny a nd perfect for pi c ture taking. I did noti ce 
it was pretty hot, but that is to be expected in 
the Mi dwes t in mid-July. That evening the local 6 
0' clock TV n ews said it was the hottes t day in 
Indi ana i n t h r ee years. They even mentioned the 
last day that was hotter . It was in July 1983. 
Funny thing, it was the exact day of our concours 
at South Be nd ' 83, the now famous 10 2 de gre e day. 
Indy 1986 was not tha t h ot, stay ing do wn in the 
90' s . South Bend kee ps the record. 

The Indy Chapter in a very uns elfi s h gestur e, 
guarant e ed that th er e would be no "home fi e ld 
a dvantage" in the concours . They did not enter a ny 
of their own cars in t h e judging. Chief Judge 
George Rei tenour during the spring had trained a 
group of his fr i ends f r o m the Chev y cl ub in the 
fine poin t s of Studeba ker judging, so all the 
Studebak er judging wa s done by unbiased Ch e v y 
e nthusiasts , ex ce pt for authenticity which wa s 
handled b y Studebak er persons . It was quit e a 
surprise to see a whole row of v intage Chevys at 
the SOC concour s, but thei r owners turned out to be 
pretty nic e guy s . Thanks , Chevy people! 

The on e div i s ion the Ch evy judges did no t 
judge was the Avanti d i v i s ion . I t was judged by a 
blue-ribbon panel of Ava nti e xperts from SOC plus 
Mi ke Kelly , the ne w owne r of Avanti. They had 
quite a job in the 1963 Avanti class as there were 
an u nusually large numb er of unus ually nice cars . 
The trophy winners th i s ye a r i n the 1963 Avanti 
class can ta l:e spe ci a l p r ide in the i r awards a s 
they surv ived a lot of rea l ly tough competition. 

After cleaning up ba ck a t the hotel, Wedne sday 
e vening was Fun Nigh t . Th i s yea r the Indy Chapte r 
had a theme party that was a lot of fun . It was a 
"Roaring 20's" party , comple t e with music, dancers, 
and a costume contes t. At l e a s t a third of the 
SDCers attended in c os tu me a nd man y were quite 
e laborate. A good time was ha d by all . 

Thursd a y mor ning wa s the t ime to sho,,' the 

mo del car s, Studeba ke r wa tches, a nd other memor a

bilia. These d i spl ays ha ve g r own both in quantity 

and quality over t he year s a nd t he c ompetiti on for 

awards is gett i ng t o be a s tough as the concours. 


In a dj oining rooms the s wap meet continued 
anothe r day, and people st i ll we re buying. I know 
because I wa s still buy ing and selling myself on 
Thursday , and I wasn't alone . The Zone Coordina
tors a nd Regional Directors met during the after
noon, but tha t was one I mis sed s o I can I t r e port 
on their mee ting . 

Thu r sday e vening was the Awards Banquet . As 
usual , so me of th e SDCer s in attend a nce had 
already started for home, but over 400 stayed for 
the f i na l festi v itie s. After dinner the various 
awards were gi ven out. The Harold E. Churchi ll 
Award f or literary c ontributions to TURNING WHEELS 
was gi ven to Barle Haley , with a special runner-up 
cita tion to Terry Judd . The Chapter Publication 
Co mm ittee Awards we r e announced by Rich Holcomb. 
(The winners have already been printed in TURNI NG 

WH EELS on page 11 in the September issue) . 

Chief Judge George Rei tenour s tarted of f the 
concour s a ward s at a bris k p ace , an d finished 
passing out all the car trophies in a record low 47 
minutes. Congratulations t o all t he winners. 

A special award was present e d to our o ut going 
Pres ide nt stu Cha pman for his t wo years of serv ice 
to SDC . We would like to add our thanks to Stu for 
a job well done, a nd to the I ndy Chapter for a meet 
well run! See you a ll nex t July in Estes Pa rk , 
Co l orado. I wouldn't mi ss it if I were you. 
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