
?3rd INTERNATIONAL S . D. C. MEET 

ESTES PARK, COLORADO 

Remember the year Studebaker used the slogan 
"Differen t By Design"? This year our hosts , the 
Conestog a Ch apt er , us ed the same slogan to 
indicate tha t this meet would have s ome diffe rent 
acti v ities. And it was diffe rent , '·: ith ma n y 
e v e n ts that we will long remember and hopefully 
r e peat at future meets . 

It e v en started differently befor e we 
actually got there . We arriv ed in Colorado a da y 
earl y s o we could driv e around in the mountains to 
see the sights. We drov e to the top of Mount 
Evans (at over 14, 000 f eet the high e st a utomobile 
road in North America) where there was still ice 
and snow in mid Jul y. Then we approached Estes 
Park from the west, o v er Trail Ridge Road (at 
12 , 183 feet the highest continuous automobile roa d 
in North America) . He re we experienced r a in , fog , 
an d then a blizzard late Sunday afte rnoon . It 
wil l probably be the only time in my life I will 
driv e through falling snow to come to the SDC 
Int e rnational Meet in July ! (Those coming up the 
mou n t a ins f rom Denv er and the east ha d ni ce 
weather, but I think we had more fun . ) Onc e in 
Estes Park, the wea ther was de lightfully cool a nd 
dry - a welcome change from our home in the humid 
midwest. 

The Inn at Este s Park was already overflowing 
with SDCe rs and th e ir Stud e bakers on Sund a y 
evening . We said he llo to many old fri e nds in the 
lobby. From our arri v al we were surrounded b y 
g e nuine We st ern hospitalit y the entire time we 
were there. The Co nestoga Cha pt e r memb ,~rs ··>ere 
a l wa ys available to lend a hand . The y each had 
different r esponsibiliti e s so we d i dn' t see them 
a ll - the ones who were usually in the same area I 
was were the Graube r ge rs a nd t he Zaners . Every 
ti me I n e eded an y thi ng, J ame s Zaner was al ways 
the r e to solv e my problem. Tha nks , Jim . I am 
sure tha t th e othe r members of the host chapter 
we re equally a ppre ciated by thos e t hey h e l ped. 

Mond a y was the Board of Directors Meeting
or rather , the first sess ion of the Board of 
Directors Me etings . Our Club has grown to over 
11,000 members , with many ma tte rs for the Bo ard to 
co n s i d e r, so th e Me eting reconven e d Tu e sda y 
evening to fi nish the Club business for a not he r 
year. Mi n utes o f th e Boa r d Meeting will b e 
publishe d in a future i ssue . 

Supp e r on ~lo nd ay was a hayrid e to a wi ener 
roa s t . It turned out to be a r i de up t he mountain 
behind a pair of d r af t hor ses (and one t e am of 
mules) for the fir st half o f t he journey, then 
behind even l arge r hor ses or tractor s up i nto t he 
p ine s. Th e r an c h wh ich p ut it on was almos t 
o v e r whe lme d - th ey exp ecte d abou t 400 , and we ll 
over 500 of us showed u p . The y had to send back 
for mor e food , a nd we ha d to wai t in l ine fo r the 
nex t ha y r ack, but a good ti me was had b y a ll , and 
eve r y on e was f e d with r o a st e d wi e ne r s, fresh 
wa terme lon , a nd mars hm a llows t o toast ov e r a 
ca mpf ire. Actually, I di dn' t t h ink about it a t 
the t i me, but w hil e we we re r en ew ing ol d 
acqua intance s and meeting new fr i e nds in the li n e, 
we were adj u st ing to t he a ltitud e . By t hey t i me 
we were back down fr om t he wi e ne r roas t we ha d 
ridd en behind thr ee d iff e rent t e ams a nd on e 
an t iqu e tractor. Someone even remarke d tha t the 
tracto r had been s t y l ed by Ra y mond Loewy! 

."-'- ... ~ 

The Swap Meet began officially a t 7 A. M. on 
Tues day, but parts swapping ha d b een going on 
s ince the f i rst vendors ha d arrive d . Several of 
the big v e ndo rs had rente d meet i ng rooms in th e 
he adquarte r s motel and ne i ghboring mot e ls to a llow 
l ots of s pace to d isplay the ir wares . For that 
on e wee k in Estes Park you could find just about 
any pa rt you would ever need in Este s Park to k eep 
your Studebaker running . 
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Back at the headquarters the literature swap 
and mode l car and watch concours was in full 
swing . It continued from 8 AM until 3 in th e 
a fte rnoon. Many of the ladies left about noon to 
attend a luncheon and period style show at the 
historic Stanle y Hotel. Your reporter missed this 
one , but hi s wife r e ally enjoyed it. That 
afternoon sa w mee tings to explain the Coding 
Sys t em a nd of the Re gional Directors and Zon e 
Coordina tors . 

Wednesday evening the National Auction set a 
new r e cord in s a les , with over $2 , 300 raised for 
the SDC treasury. Ever y cent raised resulted froill 
t he sal e of i terns dona ted by great number of 
generous SDCers. A special thanks is due to 
Sheldon Harrison wh o donated a n entire collection 
of showroom banners and signs which were v er y 
popular with the bidders. 

Thursday was th e highlight of the meet when 
all the Studes which had been parked at a dozen 

At ten the Editors of many of the SDC Chapter 
News lett e rs he ld their a nnual mee ting . Fea tured 
speakers were Fred and Linda Fox, professional 
writers and e ditors, a nd Steve Montgomery, e ditor 
of Av anti vents . After the formal mee t i ng was 
adjourned, those int erested were treated to a 
d e monstration of "desktop publishing" on the new 
I BM mode l II personal comput e r by Cheryl Brown 
from the Denver office of IBM. We thank her for 
the informative demonstration . 

That afte rnoon the Chapter Presidents held 
their yearly meeting, follc~ed b~ a Judges Meeting 
to prepare for the 1987 National Concours on 
Thursday . During Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday 
as well, the host chapte r had an entire afternoon 
of young peoples games in a recreation area near 
the outdoor swap meet. There was also a young 
pe oples swimming Ill e e t held at the headquarte r s 
motel pool. 

Tuesday ev ening was the annual Membership 
Meeting. Aft e r reports to the membership , thos e 
in attenda nce got to ask their national e l e cted 
r e presen tatives a ll the h ard questions . Complete 
minutes will be published in a future issue (there 
were so ma ny cars there that this issue wa s filled 
to capacity with car photos). A highlight was the 
s e lection of La s Vegas as site of t he 1989 Meet . 
(start sa v ing yo ur loose change for the slot 
machines .) Se riously, Las Vegas is famous for 
fancy hotels at reasonable prices and buffe t 
dinners at downright inexpensive prices. We can 
hardly wait . 

Wednesday f e atured a parade of Studebakers 
through the center of Estes Park . The parade was 
well covered by the local news media and resulted 
in newspaper articles with pictures of the c c rs 
and quotes from s everal members. 
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motels and many cabins and camping are as all came 
together for the national car show. Some were 
trailered to Estes Park th e n dri v en to the 
concours , others h ad be e n driven thousands of 
miles . Wh e ther entered in the judging , or as 
" display only", or ju st dri v en to the area and 
parked, they were all examples of South Be nd 's 
finest. We tried to get photos of all of th e m, 
and we will be working to identif y the owners of 
the cars in the pictures right up to press tim e . 
If your car was there and is not pictured in this 
issue, send ne a photo and ~e will f ea ture all of 
them thi s spring. 

Thursday ni ght was Fun Nig ht . This year we 
were driv en to the Barleen Family Western Show in 
s t y l e by v ol un t ee rs from the host chapt e r. The 
singers ha d one song which suggested that it wa s 
ti me to put th e "wes t e rn" back in "country and 
west e rn" mus ic . They made a good cas e for it! 
Afte r war d , entertainme nt continued bac k at t he 
host mo te l . It wa s not until l ater th a t I 
r e ali zed th a t the pr ofa s s io n a l e nt e r t ai n e r s 
"Cimarron" were SDC members J i m a nd Chris Ca lhoun 
from Nebr ask a, (If any other SDC me et s a r e 
looking for e ntertainers, they a r e in t he Roste r . ) 

Frid ay f eatu r e d an e scorted tour into Roc ky 
Mo untain Nation a l Park up T rail Ridg e Roa d. 
Usually I come home with a camera full of car and 
people photos - this year I h ad c a rs, people , and 
mountains . 

Friday evening the awar ds banqu e t was a 
Chuckwagon Dinner at the Lazy B Ranch . It began 
wi th a western meal served to a great number of 
pe ople in a v ery short time, with s e cond s for 
ever y one who wanted the m. That was followe d by a 
western show by the Lazy B Wranglers. Af t e r the 
sh ow the trophies and awards were passed out to 
the luc ky winners . The onl y problem I c a n s e e 
with the Club growing is that it is getting harde r 
to win a trophy. It is also getting hard e r to 
judge which one i s the best . I sure wouldn't have 

wan t e d the job of Ed Tozier , Chief Judg e, he was 
busy a l l d a y during the c a r sh o w. Congratulations 
to t hose who took home a trophy, y ou had to beat 
some sti ff compe tition! 

On Saturda y the meet e nded, but the r e were 
still t wo items o n the a ge nd a. Some o f us drove 
d own to Centra l City for the day. The town police 
had rese r ved parking for us on th e main street 
r igh t in the ce nter of the business district. We 
saw the " face on t h e barroom floor " and bough t 
some Colorado gold and sil ve r charms . We also 
found a few last souveni rs b e fore coming b a ck down 
to hea t and humidity and home . 

Sa turday night a special party for S.D . C. and 
tour of the Coors Brewery was held ne ar De nver in 
Golden. We had to miss that one but we i magine 
thos e who atte nded e njoyed the free sample s . 

And then the meet was ove r for anothe r year . 
In the meet program Pr e s id en t Colin Fort had 
welcomed us to a ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH . He was 
correc t. The Cones tog a Cha pte r certa inly ga v e us 
a memora ble me e t. 

I f you came to Es tes, it was nice s ee ing you . 
We will a ll be me e ting again in South Bend next 
August . Remember tha t the South Bend mee t motel 
f i l ls up fast (I couldn't get a room in the me e t 
headq uarters in 1983, and I tried to reserv e in 
Ma rch ! ) . 

If you mis s ed Estes Par k 87, plan now to come 
to the 1988 meet in South Be nd. It won't hav e the 
mounta ins, but it will ha v e many of your old SDC 
fr iends and some new ones , and their cars , plus 
the ent ire cit y is fill e d with Studebaker history 
th a t you can't find anywhere else. I can 
guarantee you will have a good time! Don't miss 
out twice in a row. 
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Harry Crosson, Editor 
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THE ECHO 

Grand Canyon State Chapter 

Glenn & Cindy Goris, Editors 
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THE DISTRIBUTOR 

Tri-State Chapter 


Bob Grebner, Editor 
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WHEELS AND DEALS 

Orange Empire Chapter 


Doug & Kathy Hughes, Editors 


STARLINER 
Black Hawk Chapter 
Wayne Kiser, Editor 
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GREASY PRINTS 

Orlando Area Chapter 

Anita Ambrogio, Editor 
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NORTH STAR WHEEL 

Minnesota Region 


Shirley D. Van Dell, Editor 
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Wisconsin Region 

Fred O. Bartz, Editor 
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GREASY PRINTS 

Orlando Area Chapter 

Anita Ambrogio, Editor 
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